which those in the decline of life are liable ; but Dr. Abercrombie showed that the pathological change occurs more frequently, according to his experience, in the young, and especially in connexion with acute hydrocephalus, either as a complication or as a specific form of that disease. The author of the work before us also describes cases of softening of the brain occurring in young persons as well as in the aged, and from his observations it would seem that, while the cases of the latter description resemble more nearly those related by M. Rostan, those of the former are for the most part of a somewhat different character, and to be considered rather as secondary affections consequent upon the development of some other diseased process.
The treatise before us embraces nine chapters, severally devoted to the following subjects: 1, The Pathological Anatomy; 2, Cases of idiopathic or primary Softening, and its complications with sanguineous and serous effusion; 3, the Symptoms; 4, the Diagnosis, and cases of secondary softening; 5, the Causes; 6, the Duration, Progress, and Terminations; 7, the Prognosis; 8, the Therapeutics; and 9, the Nature of the disease.
In the first chapter, under the head of pathological anatomy, a pretty full account is given of the morbid change which constitutes the essential characteristic of this peculiar affection. This change consists in a breaking down of the structure of some portion of the brain, cerebellum, or spinal cord, by which the cerebral or cerebro-spinal matter loses its natural filamentous appearance, and becomes more or less discoloured, softened, and infiltrated, in some instances being reduced to a completely disorganized semi-fluid pulp. The alteration of colour is described by Dr. Fuchs as varying from milk-white, dull-white, or opalescent, or very pale and dirty yellow, to greenish or brownish yellow, and not unfrequently to reddish, deep, dusky, or brown red, brown, and even approaching to black ; of consistence from that in which the usual appearance is presented to the eye and the degeneration of structure is recog-nized only by the readiness with which the cerebral matter is reduced to pulp by the slightest impression of the finger, to that in which it is found already in a pultaceous or, as has been observed by MM 
